Guy's Hospital. 1856 we find that in numbers 10 and 14 the heart was found empty, while the head had not been opened at all; and, on the other hand, in cases 5, 8, and 12, in which the cavities of the heart contained much blood, the head had been examined. In short, these cases prove that the opening of the veins of the head does not affect the quantity of blood contained in the heart appreciably at all. The explanation, therefore, which was founded on the opposite of this proposition, at once falls to the ground.
A curious statement has, however, been made of the discovery of a so-called " law" accounting for the emptiness of the heart after death from strychnia poisoning. This " law " is that though the heart is full of fluid blood just at the time of death, as found in the lower animals, yet that it is afterwards emptied by the rigor mortis. This, at first sight, seems to be a more satisfactory explanation of the discrepancy between the reports as to the state of the heart in the lower animals and in man; for the inspections of the human subject were all made after the accession of the post- as Palmer wrote in his note book. These are the cases in which blood may be expected in the heart, and from which, according to the newly discovered " laic" it should be expelled during the rigor mortis. Now, supposing the possibility of such an expulsion from the heart, where, we ask, could it go to ? It cannot pass into the pulmonary vessels from the right side of the heart, for they are full already, the blood having first stagnated in them. It cannot pass through the systemic capillaries, for even the heart's force during life and in health is insufficient to accomplish that portion of the circulation ; it ought, therefore, to be found in the systemic arteries, where, we will venture to assert, any quantity of blood has never been found in the dead body.
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